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declare that he would call a Parliament to meet the 27th of November following, and gave several reasons for it in Council, relating to the good and satisfaction of the nation, more than the apprehension that he seemed to have for the Dutch. However, he commanded all officers whatsoever to repair to their commands, and drew the forces out of other garrisons and place's to man the seaports, and particularly that the force then at York should be drawn from thence to Hull, so that not so much as one company was to remain behind. So soon as I heard I represented the inconvenience of it to the King's service as so great upon several accounts to his Majesty by my Lord Feversham, that the King ordered an express to be sent to York to countermand his first order.
August 26. The King met me as he went to see the Prince of Wales, who was then nursed in a house by the park. As soon as he saw me he laughed and said, ' We had like to have made you no governor.' * Or, sir,' said I, * a governor without a garrison.'
August 28. I took my leave of the King, but with apprehensions that he would have put the questions to me which he had to others if I would consent or endeavour to the taking off the test and penal laws in Parliament ; but he said nothing of that to me, only enjoined me to stand the next Parliament at York, which I would have excused myself from, but could not; and wished me a good journey. At the same time I had news that the question had been put the week before to all our justices of the West Biding who had given their negative to it.
September 1. I wrote several letters to the Lord Mayor of York, Mr. Eains, to the aldermen and several citizens declaring my intention to stand for citizen there in" the next Parliament and to desire their votes. The next post after I received for answer from his lordship that a court of aldermen had been called the day before